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control criminals and secure practically equal
legal rights for all citizens by cutting off the
power of seizing privilege from any who in
their ambition for place or power or wealth
might be unscrupulous.

Others believe that the state should attempt
directly and positively to do many things for
the people; that it may properly interfere in
business so as to control absolutely the capi-
talistic and industrial world, even to the extent
of assuming the ownership of a large part or
of all the productive capital in the state. It is
important to determine as carefully as pos-
sible how much truth there is in each one of
these theories and how far it is likely to be wise
to trust individual opinion, initiative, and
power, and how far we shall do better to rely
for our social progress upon the activities of
government.

As preliminary to any attempt to draw these
lines, we shall do well to consider first some of
the difficulties and advantages that there are
in any such study, and then briefly to note the
nature of society and of government itself.
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